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Name Date Class

SECTION 7-2 REVIEW AND REINFORCE

Soil Formation and Composition

¢ Understanding Main Ildeas

Write a description of each soil horizon in the figure below.

1. A horizon

2. B horizon

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.
4. How does soil form, and what is soil made of?
5. Describe how soil organisms affect the soil.

6. How do scientists classify soils?

¢ Building Vocabulary

Match each term with its definition by writing the letter of the correct definition on
the line beside the term.

7. humus a. the loose, weathered material on Earth’s surface in which

plants can grow

8. subsoil b. crumbly, dark brown soil that is a mixture of humus, clay and

r mi 1
9. decomposers othes minsrals

c. a layer of soil that differs from the layers above and below it

10. bedrock d. decayed plant and animal remains

11. topsoil e. organisms that break down animal and plant remains and wastes
f. the solid layer of rock beneath the soil

12. loam

g. a loose layer of leaves and other plant material on top of soil

13. soil horizon  h. a layer of soil made mostly of clay and other particles, but

with little humus

14. soil i. soil made of about equal parts clay, sand, and silt

15. litter
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SECTION 7-2 ENRICH

Different Soils for Different Climates

Scientists classify soils into different types based mostly on the climate of a

region. Study the cross sections of the following soil types, and then answer the
questions below.

Northern forest Prairie Desert

Litter A Horizon

A Horizon

A Horizon B Horizon

B Horizon

B Horizon C Horizon

C Horizon
C Horizon

Northern forest soil Prairie soil Desert soil

Answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.

1. How far beneath the surface does each cross section of soil show?

(@)
3
@
>
==
o
e
&
o
5
o

2. In a northern forest soil, what is above the topsoil and how does it form?
3. Compare and contrast the topsoil of the three types of soil.
4. Compare and contrast the subsoil of the three types of soil.
5. What climate conditions determine each of the three soils?

6. Which soil would be best for growing farm crops? Explain why.
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